
suPPorT for The Palace’s 
reconsTrucTion 

The reconstruction of the palace of the grand 
dukes of Lithuania was from the very begin-
ning considered to be a process that would 
bring back a state symbol so important to 
fostering national consciousness. Among 
those who were active participants in the re-
search were students from Vilnius’ secondary 
schools, Vilnius University, the Vilnius Ped-
agogical Institute (today: Lithuanian Uni-
versity of Educational Sciences), the Punsk 
Liceum in Poland, university students from 
the United States and Argentina, and the so-
cial-intellectual club Talka. 
In 1988 the Lithuanian Cultural Fund (di-
rector, Prof. Česlovas Kudaba) was estab-
lished which engaged in seeking funding for 
six long-term cultural projects, one of which 
was the reconstruction of the palace. The An-
tanas Mikalajūnas (USA) charity fund Želva 
allocated funds in 1992–1994 for publicizing 
material related to the research of the pal-
ace territory. After the Parliament of the Re-
public of Lithuania passed a law in 2000 that 
paved the way for restoration of the palace, 
the Lithuanian National UNESCO (United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization) Commission provided finan-
cial support for the program Living History 
in Vilnius Castles, organized by the Castle 
Research Center Lietuvos pilys. The primary 
purpose of the cultural and historical pro-
grams was to raise awareness and support for 
the restoration of the palace. During 2000–
2001, more than twenty performances and 
concerts took place among the ruins of the 
palace. In the years 1994–2000 the Castle Re-
search Center Lietuvos pilys was responsible 
for coordinating the collection of funds for 
the restoration of the palace.
Then in 2000 a special Royal Palace Restora-
tion Foundation (directors, Edmundas Ku-
likauskas, Algirdas Vapšys, Indrė Jovaišaitė) 

Archaeological research assistants, 1988, PTC One of the first Living History lessons for Vilnius 
schoolchildren, October 1989, PTC, LDKVR

Francisco Suarez (1548–1617), 
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Symbolic opening of the reconstructed, partially completed Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania held on July 6, 2009, 
attended by 15 European heads of state participating in the celebrations of Lithuania’s Millenium (1009–2009), 
as well as one of the most ardent supporters of the Palace’s reconstruction, the former President of the Republic of Lithuania, 
Algirdas Brazauskas, LDKVR

was founded which was involved in gath-
ering support for the grand ducal palace’s
reconstruction, spreading information about 
the process underway, financially supporting 
the acquisition of the interior treasures, the 
restoration of the finds and interior treasures, 
scientific expeditions, conferences, publica-
tions and exhibitions. The Foundation’s efforts 
led to over 70,000 donations being made to-
wards the reconstruction of the palace of the 
grand dukes of Lithuania by Lithuanian cit-
izens, members of the Lithuanian diaspora, 
and foreign guests to the Lithuanian capital. 

Funds for the restoration of the grand du-
cal palace were also gathered abroad by the 
Lithuanian World Community Foundation 
and the Royal Palace Restoration Commit-
tee USA. Its contribution specifically went 
towards the reconstruction of the historical 
representational interior details. 
From 2003 private individuals also started 
donating art and historical values meant for 
exhibition at the National Museum – Palace 
of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania (Dr. To-
masz Niewodniczański (Germany), Lilė and 
Valentinas Ramonis (USA), Dr. Meinolf Sie-
mer (Germany), Edmundas Armoška, An-
drejus Balyko, Antanas Bosas, Vidmantas 
Staniulis, Oliver Ortiz, George Ortiz, and 
Nicholas Ortiz, Krakow’s Jagiellonian Uni-
versity (Poland) as well as other individuals 
and institutions). In 2005–2008 a minimal 
collection of the 15th–17th-century Euro-
pean applied and fine art works and Lithua-
nian treasures was formed by the Lithuanian 
Art Museum that until 2013 was on display 
at the Museum of Applied Arts in Vilnius, 
before being transferred to the Gothic, Ren-
aissance and early Baroque interiors of the 
now reconstructed palace of the Lithuanian 
grand dukes.


